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M STARRED ON THE BILL ALL RIGHT!"

A Turkey Parade Down Main

“%mh turkeys and local businessmen will ‘strut their

stuff’ Wednesday, December 9, when the Chamber of
Commerce sponsors a Turkey Parade down Main

Street...” Ralph Carpenter was quoted as saying in the
December 3™ 1936, issue of the Twin Falls Daily News.

The Twin Falls Chamber of Commerce had just announced
their plans for a unique parade, the likes of which the Twin
Falls area had never seen before.

They challenged local businessmen to dress themselves and
a turkey in festive garb and march down Main Street in a
“Turkey Parade.” Any business that purchased a turkey from a
local farmer was eligible to enter.

With less than a week’s notice, locals immediately began
planning and organizing. The parade would form at the Union
Motors Company building near the corner of Main Street and
Third North. The procession of fowls would then make their
way down Main, ending at Third East.

“During the parade, which will be down Main Avenue,
hilarity will reign. An award in the form of a 35Ib “Tom”
turkey will be presented to the businessman displaying the
most original ‘get up’ for either himself or his turkey, which
he will lead.”

Following the parade, the birds would be displayed in cages
in front of the participating shops. Guessing games, such as
how many seeds in a pumpkin would be held by each business.
The winners would be given the business’s parade turkey,
dressed and ready to cook for Christmas dinner.



The Times News ran its own turkey-themed contest, with the awardees being announced at the
parade. The person who could make the most standard English words using the letters in the
phrase “I want that free turkey” would win, you guessed it, a turkey.

The day before the parade, the newspaper announced that the businesswoman of Twin Falls
would also be participating in the parade and contest.

Entries were taken right up to the morning of the parade. There were sixty contestants in total.

Over 3,000 spectators crowded Main Street on December 9™ for a gander at the gobblers.

“Leading the parade was Claude Pratt, a 325-pound local businessman dressed as a Southern
gentleman, and his son Victor garbed as an ostrich. Next in line was the Twin Falls High School
band under the leadership of Eva Ruth Ward, drum major.”

The band was followed by an ostrich named Andy, who was well known to locals as a mascot of
sorts for the Hayes Hi Grade Hatchery.

Then came the turkeys!

“The parade, which was one of the most colorful and certainly the most unique ever to be staged
in Twin Falls, saw participants, many dressed in original costumes and broaching clever ideas,
surmount many difficulties in forcing their unwieldy charges down Main Street...”

The event concluded with nine entries in contention for first place. Deciding the winner in the
group proved as challenging as herding the turkeys. In the end, the nine names were written on
slips of paper and thrown into a hat.

“A committee of chamber members awarded Nina Newman and Phyllis Gordon of the Logan Knit

Shop for the most original costumes. The award was a 35-pound turkey. Honorable mention was
given to Mr. Pratt and his son, Hap Yelton, R.W. Carpenter, R.S. Tofflemire, Frank Cook, C.W.
Apgood, R.J. Schwendiman, and Howard Speer.”

Shortly after the parade, the Chamber of Commerce reported on the parade’s success and
announced that it would become an annual celebration. Despite this, the Turkey Parade never
returned to the streets of Twin Falls.

Descriptions of this fun event are limited. Quotes included come from December 1936 issues of
the Twin Falls Daily News.

Sadly, no detailed descriptions of the costumes were given. If anyone has more information on
this event or knows of any photos, please let us know!

2024/2025 Annual Review!

The Museum had a total of 1,663
visitors from 25 states and a few
international visitors from Australia,
Thailand, and the United Kingdom.

We participated in the Twin Falls Parks &
I Recreation’s Cabin Fever Day in January
with an “I Spy at the Museum” challenge.




This year’s community exhibit was a History of the Magic
Valley in Photos photo exhibit. We had twelve participants -
display 56 photos from June through August and raised $400. = =2

Family Collage
Class Boise artist, Danica Factpr, taught. an art collage
QM 29 2075 class at the museum in June with half the
( S— ’C(;“m;J proceeds going to the museum.
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1:00pm - 3:00pm ¥

21337 3( Idaho 4

o EColage ’ The Museum was a venue for two Art &

RSN N s Soul of the Magic Valley entries: Loom by

Tickets: www.danicafactorart.com/classes MaddOX FletCher and GlngkO ;S Dellghl‘ by
Dixie Seigel.

Our fair display this year was all
about laundry! From soaps and
starches to irons and wringers.

We had 50 donors bring in items with general or county-specific
history to add to the museum’s collection. Some notable donations
include a wedding vest worn by I. B. Perrine’s father and a collection
of dental equipment used by Dr. William Baggs.

Our 1940s Seagraves Fire Engine
received some much-needed repairs
and was driven by the Westphal
family in the Twin Falls Western
Days and the Filer Fun Days parades!

We participated on two Halloween events this October.
Urban Moonlight Beauty Salon’s Trunk or Treat and the
Twin Falls Public Library’s Read and Treat event.




With help from Ray Strolberg, the museum was awarded
a $5,000 grant from the Seagraves Foundation to
purchase four new picnic tables for the Pastoor Pavilion.

Wainscoting salvaged from the Knull Grange/Pleasant
View School building was added to the farmhouse
bedroom. The room also got a fresh coat of cheery
yellow paint thanks to Teresa Sept and Holly Grimm!

Our biggest project this year has been the Main Street Exhibit in
our annex building! We have rearranged and added new items
to create several themed “bays.” This project is still ongoing.
We have plans to board as many of the walls as possible and
have informational signs added on all the items.

@ Twin Falls County Historical Society

Our most liked social media post was this shot of
the picnic on top of Balanced Rock. The post got
77,220 views and 2,810 interactions!

As a small museum we are always striving to improve how we
share our county’s unique history. We have accomplished a lot this
year and are so grateful for the support we have received.
The Museum has some big plans for 2026 that we look forward to e
sharing with you! PRECARIOUS PLACE FUR A PICNIC

2026 Lecture Series

Here is a sneak peek of our speaker line-up for 2026!
Keep in mind that dates may change as we continue to
schedule. Check our website: twinfallsmuseum.org for

updates on our events and lectures.

Jan. 10t 1:00 - Mike Youngman - Outlaw Tap Duncan

Jan. 24t 1:00 - Jennifer Hills - The Homeless Twenty

Jan. 315t 1:00 - Patti Hurley - Museum Textiles

Feb. 215t 1:00 - Justin Vipperman - Diamondfield Jack Davis




by Maggi Seipel
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Bell Telephone items donated by
¢ Cheryl Adamsom Savello in memory

of Lois Timm Adamson
Vintage Lysol products
donated by Colleen Mullinex

L

4 1920s Necklace donated by | ———
S Q@ Y Eileen Banholzer . g

Antique clothing donated by '
t o) Leila Mason

Dental Equipment donated by
William Baggs in memory of his
father, Dr. W. E. Baggs

U big thank you!

Thanks to the Cox family and Jane Anderson
for their generous monetary donations!

Q%’alm’an Ghrisimas

/?5/1 VCouse at
Obrricker

Sunday, December 7™
2-4 pm

Visit the Friends of Stricker Facebook page for
more information on this event.




Oec. 6% 2:00-4
dagerush Thee Decoratimg,

Did you know Twin Falls’s first Christmas tree was a sagebrush?
Join us at the museum on December 6' to craft ornaments and decorate the
Museum’s sagebrush Christmas tree! Hot drinks and snacks will be
available with crafts for all ages.

®ec. 13%* 6:00
CANL M. Partny!

The Historical Society’s Christmas Potluck Dinner will be Saturday, Dec
13™ 6:00. Whip up your favorite holiday dish and join us at the museum
for a festive evening of good food and good company!

Membership Reminder!

All annual Historical Society memberships are due in November.
Dues can be paid by cash, check, and most cards.

Individual $15 Senior Individual $10
Family $25 Senior Couple $20
Supporting $50

Correction: Twin Falls County Historic Preservation Commission’s survey of a Chinese
mining camp was conducted under the guidance of Dr. Ken Cannon.
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