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Cisterns Worked Well in
Board and Staff the Desert

Steve Westphal — President 13 eveloping a desert in 1904 had its water issues — not just

Teresa Sept- Media & Treasurer  irrigation issues, but household water issues. For a year or more,
Jane Anderson- Board Member =~ many who came to the area and later settled in Twin Falls first

Gary Sipe — Projects pitched tents along Rock Creek (near today’s Twin Falls
Diana Hadley - Secretary Livestock Commission Company).

Ashley Haycock — Household wells were few and far between in the early years.

Administrator/Editor Many wells were only achieved by drilling hundreds of feet

deep, and early settlers didn’t have the resources for drilling,
which is why our Southern Idaho landscape is still pockmarked
with manmade rock, concrete, or brick cavities, topped with
pumps of one sort or another (see photo). The cavities were used
as cisterns, or water storage structures.

One gentleman wrote, “When I was about 12 years old, we
lived on a homestead in Idaho [Black Pine]. Wells were few and
far between and were 350 to 400 feet deep, so it was very
expensive to drill wells. The people that did have wells, built
water tanks or cisterns to store the water and sold the water for
five cents a barrel. The barrels held 50 gallons of water.”

Each cistern could hold from 100 gallons to several hundred
gallons of water, and each had a pump perched on top to access
the water. Early models had a handle that turned a sprocket on
the inside of the pump casing. Attached to the sprocket was a
chain with a bunch of " cups " on it — a heck of a lot like a Ferris
wheel. The cups rotated around, dipped into the water supply,
and came up the other side, full of water. When the cups crested
over the top of the sprocket, they dumped the water into a funnel
on the inside of the contraption, and the water came out through
a side spigot.




Cisterns sometimes had other uses, as well. An interview with Frank
Webster (conducted by Harold Forbush as part of the Development of
Agriculture on the Rexburg Bench, Voices from the Past project) shed
further light on cistern uses:

HF: “Now, did every ranch have a cistern where they would bring this
water and that’s where they would keep their water, dairy products, milk
and cheese and butter and things like that down in the cisterns. Isn’t that
right?”

FW: “Many of them would and some of them would .... early in the
spring or late winter, they would haul straw and cover this snow bank.
I’ve seen those snow banks last until late summer, and they would
store their cheese and butter and milk and stuff in those snow banks,
but otherwise they did all use these cisterns or the ice as I mentioned
earlier ... we used to use that all summer ... I cannot recall anyone
who did not have a cistern for storage of water purposes ....”

Eventually, as homes were established, people were able to drill
wells, and later municipal water systems were built, making cisterns

all but obsolete. Many of these old structures, however, were never filled in and remain concrete
lidded tombs — pockmarking the desert’s past.
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Join us on June 11'" at Municipal Golf Course for Golf
Tournament Fundraiser!

This fun, community-driven golf tournament will have food, a silent auction, a raffle, and tee prizes!
Sponsorships include Gold - $1,000 — sign at tee box, entry for team of four, advertising in print
and online, Silver - $750 -sign at tee box, entry for team of four, and Bronze - $500 - sign at tee box.
To register a team, use the QR code above or contact Teresa Sept at tasept@gmail.com to sponsor a
tee box sign.

For more information on this event, visit our website: twinfallsmuseum.org or contact Jessica
at 208-308-8438. Your sponsorship, donations, and participation will help fund new signage to
enhance our exhibits!



mailto:tasept@gmail.com

The 16™ Annual Art & Soul of the Magic Valley is June 5" -June 27" Artists from across
the US and beyond will have art displayed at over 60 venues throughout the Magic Valley.

This year, the Museum is a venue for two art pieces: a watercolor painting by Sue
Johnston of Hailey, Idaho, and a wearable art piece by Jill Kruse of Brookings, South
Dakota. Stop by the museum during the competition to see these great pieces in person!

We are planning an art event for June 20", More details coming soon!
Visit www.magicvalleyartandsoul.com for more information on how to register for
Art & Soul. Vote for your favorite artworks and venues (hint, hint)!
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been painting, teaching, and exhibiting art since 1998.
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“Watercolor has always been my favorite medium. Some say it’s the most difficult. I
have never thought of it that way. Simply put, I am excited by its brilliant colors, fluidity,
versatility, and challenge.

I enjoy painting in Plein Air with friends and family. Seeing firsthand the beautiful
landscapes that surround us, taking in the sounds and silence that nature offers at every
turn.

I paint primarily in watercolor but enjoy the challenges that oil and gouache offer as
well.

I believe strongly that daily practice in any artistic medium builds skill and ability.
Teaching and painting with friends furthers understanding. Learning from other artists
never ends. All together, these components help us appreciate and improve in the artistic
medium we love. Keep your brushes wet and enjoy the ride!”

For more art by Sue, visit her website: suejohnstonwatercolors.com.


http://www.magicvalleyartandsoul.com/

gm}w&ag
Wendow Press

Category: Wearable

Sponsor:

Drs. Nikki & Jason Halverson
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’l;éé KW 1s a family

medicine physician in Brookings, South Dakota.

“Outside of work, I have volunteered with our
local community theater as a costume designer,
have gained a variety of skills in sewing,

foam crafting, chainmail construction, painting, embroidery, 3D printing, and
designing. Every year my two children try to test my skills by asking for increasingly
complicated and challenging Halloween costumes.

This dress was designed for an annual fundraiser for our local Habitat for Humanity
called ‘Nail the Runway.’ The rules for competition is that at least 50% of the visible
outfit must be made of construction materials. This dress took about two months to
complete.

The base of the dress is made of window screen. The bodice tile is mirror shards that
were sanded smooth with a rotary sander. The bottom “stained glass” pieces were
plexiglass that were hand cut out, sanded, painted and pieced together to create the
mosaic pattern on the dress. There are keys also hidden in the skirt to represent the new
homeowners that Habitat helps create each year. There are battery operated lights
hidden in the waistband. The waist band trim and shoulder straps are to mimic washers
used in construction.

This dress won “Best use of Construction Materials” at the 2025 show. (No prize
money, just bragging rights and the coveted “Shoe Trophy”) I have competed in this
fundraiser for 5 years and have won “Best in Show” twice in addition to this award.”

This dress design was inspired by an Oscar de la Renta dress shown in the fall 2024
fashion show (look 45).
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Buy a Brick Fundraiser

New Additions:

~ You can now order your brick .
=
~ in an 8x8 size and add your m -

company logo or ranch brand!! Scan code

-
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Order online through our website: twinfallsmuseum.org/bricks
4x8 Brick $100
8x8 Brick $200
8x8 Brick w/ Logo $300
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Donations

Early 1900s Lincoln School desk
donated by Charlie McGlochlin and
Josh McGlochlin

Vintage French fry cutter
donated by Heidi Calhoun

Want te Denate?

Give us a call or stop by the museum if you
are interested in donating an item with

county history. Keep in mind we only accept

permanent donations. Be sure to include the

i history of the item and the people if possible
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New America 250 Display
at County West!

The next time you visit County West, swing by
the main entrance’s lobby and check out our new
America 250 display!

This display was a collaboration with the
College of Southern Idaho Public History class.
Students chose artifacts from the Museum’s
collection that they felt told the history of our

area.

They did a great job! Big thanks to CSI and
Justin Vipperman for working with us on this
project!
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¥ Live History Day at
3 the Idaho Farm and
Ranch Museum in
Jerone!

’—“‘_’W"""‘— Saturday, June 20
oturdoy, June 20, 202 9 am-3 pm

Historic buildings, antique trucks and tractors, horse-drawn
wagons, live music, pie auction, and lots more! This summer event
1s fun and educational for the whole family!

Visit the Jerome Historical Society’s website at:
historicaljeromecounty.com/farm.dsp
or call 208-324-5641 for more information.
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