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America 250

@his year, our nation celebrates the anniversary of

our Declaration of Independence.

The Museum is excited to announce that a large exhibit
to commemorate this momentous anniversary is
currently in the works!

The display will center around the Moments That Made
Us (MTMU) exhibition. The exhibition was created by
History Colorado and, through a multi-state
collaboration, was adapted into a format accessible and
customizable by any venue. It was developed with the
goal of ensuring that all Americans would have the
opportunity to engage in the 250" anniversary.

The exhibition explores the five ideals set out in the
Declaration of Independence and how Americans have
given them meaning through the years.

An interactive panel will allow visitors to share their
reflections to an archive documenting how our state
commemorated the semiquincentennial.

A part of the exhibit has already been completed. A
beautiful display put together by volunteers features
patriotic artifacts from the museum’s collection and
delves into the history of the American flag through the
years.

We plan to incorporate the MTMU panels into this and
two other large cases, interspersed with artifacts that
support the theme.

The exhibit is set to be completed later this month!



Saturday Lectures!

Black S/ utriotd in the July 18%, 1:00 \’
NAVCBUN@\VNA@WAN Black Patriots in the Revolutionary

and -
VOICES OF ESCAPE | War - C.R. Pelerse.n
U Discover the courage, sacrifice, and

contributions of Black Americans who fought
for freedom, sought liberty, and helped shape
the nation.

Black Patriots in the Revolutionary War and
Voices of Escape bring history to life through the
stories of real people who faced extraordinary
choices during America’s founding era. Presented
by award-winning author C.R. Petersen M.Ed.,
these engaging books offer powerful stories for
students, families, and history enthusiasts alike.

August 8th, 1:00

Idaho’s Most Wanted

-Samuel Anderson
Who truly deserves the title of '""Idaho's

" i
Most Wanted? $i ROA% ?ST EEYX ARD
Throughout Idaho's history, the state has been | g sl o e e e DR
home to outlaws making national headlines, many = gm sggiiff‘gﬁmfh; pu
all but forgotten today. W z“‘t;li;: R i
This program uncovers the true stories of seven of CHE oy viom, .
Idaho's most dangerous characters. From horse
thieves and gunslingers of the Old West to moonshiners and gangsters of the Roaring

Twenties, Idaho boasts a wide array of stories about individuals who all shared one thing in
common: a bounty placed on their heads. Some of these men and women spent the rest of
their lives in prison, some were never recaptured, and others found redemption.

Join Samuel on August 8, 2026, at 1:00 pm at the Museum to help catch escapees, collect
bounties, and determine who truly deserves the title of "Idaho's Most Wanted."

This program will contain violent historical content. Viewer discretion is advised.
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Item Highlight
The Flag History
Mystery

* ok A K K ok ko |
* o & Kk & K
* Kb Kk ok ok ok Kk

* & o ok ok oA '
********_

The 36-star flag was introduced in 1865 with the
addition of the state of Nevada. The flag was used
for only two years before the addition of Nebraska

in 1867 brought the number of stars to 37.

Doubts were raised about the flag’s authenticity.
Upon closer inspection, the fabric, grommets,
and stitching did not match the timeframe.

Bas the first artifact donated to the
historical society an authentic 1860s
36-star flag? Or a reproduction?

Or was it a 38-star flag donated by a pioneer
resident? Was the first artifact even a flag at
all?

The mystery of an American flag's
entwinement in the beginning of our
organization was recently brought up for closer
inspection.

On a sign exploring the history of the
Historical Society and the museum, it was
stated that the inspiration for a museum came
from the donation of a 36-star flag.

Assuming our predecessors had proof for
their claim, we looked no further into it. It
became part of our legacy. After all, a museum
inspired by a historical piece of Americana
does have a patriotic ring to it, doesn’t it? A
certain “American-made” charm.

As part of the America 250 celebration, the
Museum’s volunteers began gathering flags
from the collection to display as a timeline of
our nation’s flag through the decades.

When a 36-star flag was discovered among
the collection, it was assumed that this must be
“The Flag”. We were pleasantly surprised to
find that the flag was not only still in our
collection but appeared to be in good
condition. Maybe a little too good of
condition...

The first clue that suggested the flag was not
what it seemed was its material. Civil War-era
flags would have been made of wool bunting;
this flag was cotton.

The two grommets on the hoist didn’t match
the timeframe either.

The final evidence was in the stars’ stitching.
The edges had been sewn with a machine
zigzag stitch. Given that the first zigzag-
stitching sewing machine wasn’t patented until
1873, doubts were raised about the flag's
authenticity.




Further research confirmed the suspicion. The 36-
star flag assumed to be the starting piece of the
museum’s collection was, in fact, a reproduction.

Later the same day, an additional box of flags was
brought out of storage. The box contained many
variations of the American flag, but one stood out
from the 48- and 50-star versions. A well-worn but
intact 38-star flag.

Stars, stripes, and stitches were excitedly examined.
The stars showed slight imperfections, the edges
straight stitched, and the stripes just a little uneven.
This flag was the real deal.

An early identification tag was attached, and the
number matched a record of a flag donated by
pioneer Twin Falls resident Kenyon Green in 1962.
Five years after the society was founded. Thus,
probably not the first donation received but it is the
earliest flag in the collection.

This still leaves one question unanswered: Was the
first item donated to the museum an American flag,
38-star or otherwise?

Well...we don’t know. Newspaper articles from the
society’s early years list some of their artifacts, but
there is no mention of a flag. The meeting minutes
from the time also offered no proof.

A Twin Falls Times News article from 1960 talks
of the historical society working with volunteers
from the Business and Professional Women's
Organization to begin cataloging the artifact
collection. It is unknown how or if items were
cataloged before this, but we do have the original
cataloging cards that were done in the '60s.

And the first catalog card lists... (drumroll, please)
... a large hickory basket.

It is still possible that a flag really was the first item
donated, but just not the first item that was cataloged.
The society had been collecting artifacts before the
cataloging project started; it's possible that they just
picked an item at random for the first catalog card.

Or perhaps the flag donated by Green was the first
flag donated to the Historical Society, and over the
years, the story was misinterpreted to mean it was the
first donation.

Until further proof'is found, we may never know for
sure what the first item donated to the Historical
Society was, but the investigation was sure a fun
ride!

Visit the museum to see more flags from our
collection on display as part of our America 250
exhibit.

[.T. Creed displaying the 36-star flag that was
revealed to be a reproduction. Date and context
of the photo is unknown.
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The 38-star flag was adopted in 1877
following Colorado’s admission. It was used
until 1890, when Idaho and Wyoming led to

the introduction of the 43-star flag.

Small imperfections in the stars suggest that
they were cut and placed by hand (left).
The stitching is straight, whereas the
reproduction had zigzag stitching (right).




2026 Tee Off for History Golf Tournament!

The Twin Falls County Historical
Society Museum held its first annual Tee
Off for History Golf Tournament on June
11, 2026, bringing together community
members and local businesses in support
of preserving our county’s history.

The tournament began with an 8:00 a.m.
shotgun start and welcomed eleven teams
for a morning of friendly competition and

community spirit. The event was made

possible through the generous support of : —

ICCU, the tournament’s presenting Local busmes.ses and 1nd1v1§1uals don.ated

. baskets and items for the silent auction

sponsor, and Independent Meats, which and raffle.
donated hot dogs for lunch.

In addition, numerous Magic Valley businesses and individuals contributed items for
the silent auction and raffle, helping make the fundraiser a success.
Funds raised during the tournament will support new signage at the Museum, helping
improve visitor experience and increase awareness of the Museum’s mission to preserve
and share the rich history of Twin Falls County.

We look forward to building on this event in the years to come!

The museum extends its sincere appreciation to Erica Urie and Jessica Sanford,
whose hard work and dedication were instrumental in organizing and
coordinating the inaugural event!

Thank you to all the sponsors, volunteers, donors, and participants whose
generosity made the first annual Tee Off for History Golf Tournament a success!
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Model of the Union School building,
built and donated by Kelly Klaas

1800s photo album donated
' by Gene and Carol Quigley.

The album was found at the
, top of the Banbury Grade.
Photos donated by Brenna Gaines
in memory of David McClymonds

Military items, textiles,
newspapers, toddler walker, etc.,
B donated by the Gott Estate in
e b o £y memory of family members
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Barber’s kit donated by Tom Snow in
memory of his grandfather, Gerald want ta @amte‘)
Hunt. Hunt was one of the first -

barbers in Twin Falls and the last Give us a call or stop by the museum if

barber in the Rogerson Hotel you are interested in donating an item
. ' with county history. Keep in mind we

(5 S /, oo : / o only accept permanent donations.
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