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Tree Wrapping & Slingshots

The first regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of
the Village of Twin Falls was held April 24, 1905, at
7:30 p.m. at the “school house.” (Present: Paul Bickel,
Robert McCollum, F. D. Bradley, S.J. Hamilton and F.
W. Eickhoff — trustees)

First on the agenda was the announcement of the order
by Board of County Commissioners of Cassia County
incorporating the Village of Twin Falls to be
established as Twin Falls on April 13, 1905. Two
hundred residents had signed the incorporation petition.

Irving Darrow was appointed Clerk, J.M. Maxwell as
Treasurer and E.B Critchlow as Attorney, with Albert
Snodgrass appointed Police, night watchman and road
overseer.

Setting up the framework of a community takes a bit
of doing — everything from discussing the sewer system
to who was going to irrigate the trees.

Two interesting early ordinances were as follows.
Ordinance No. 7., Sec. 1 — All able-bodied male
residents of the village of Twin Falls, between the ages
of twenty-one and fifty years, shall, between the first
day of April and the first day of September of each
year, either by themselves or satisfactory substitutes,
perform two days labor upon the streets, alleys or
highways within the said village of Twin Falls ....



Ordinance No. 11, Sec. 9. — Any person, excepting peace officers, who shall carry any
sling shot, or any concealed deadly weapon, without the permission of the chairman first had
and obtained, within the village of Twin Falls, shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. (And you just have to wonder what the incident with
the slingshot was to have precipitated its inclusion — after all, this wasn’t exactly David and
Goliath times.)
Some of the first bills presented to the Board of Trustees proved insightful as well to the
minutiae of creating a functioning town.
October 5th meeting of that year, bills were presented to the Board of Trustees as follows:
A.G. Huff, wrapping trees $ 20.00
Twin Falls Hardware Co. $ 12.60
S.J. Hamilton, cash advanced $ 23.35
C. E. Knull, House for pest-house $125.00
Robison Tagr (sic) Hardware Co. $ 3.25
Twin Falls Livery & Transfer Co (horse feed) $ 28.50
J.W. Refuse Lumber and labor (pest house) $ 43.25
Wheeter Lumber Co., wire cloth for trees $ 11.93
H.B. Johnson $ 57.20
Twin Falls Lumber Co., (Lbr for jail) $ 9.87
N.R. Urie. cleaning up refuse on creek bottom $ 20.00
J.R. Carmichael, wrapping shade trees $ 20.00
W.S. McGuire (meals for prisoners) $ 4.00
And, lest we forget ... a later bill reading listed $0.35 for a jail broom.

(Source: TWIN FALLS VILLAGE COUNCIL MINUTES V.1, APRIL 24, 1905, TO JUNE
14, 1906, currently held in the Twin Falls Public Library.)

Are you passionate about preserving and
promoting the unique history of Twin
Falls County? Consider joining the board!

The Twin Falls County Historical Society
Museum is looking for community members
with an enthusiasm for history to join our
board of directors.

Email us at info@twinfallsmuseum.org to
receive an application.
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August Lecture!

Idaho’s Most Wanted
August 8% 1:00

The Old Idaho Penitentiary needs your help! Samuel
Anderson, Research and Education Coordinator for
the site and co-host of the Behind Gray Walls
podcast, wants your input on who you consider to be
Idaho's Most Wanted.

Throughout Idaho's history, the state has been home to outlaws

making national headlines, many all but forgotten today. This
program uncovers the true stories of seven of Idaho's most
dangerous characters. From horse thieves and gunslingers of the
Old West to moonshiners and gangsters of the Roaring Twenties,
Idaho boasts a wide array of stories about individuals who all
shared one thing in common: a bounty placed on their heads.
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#Railroad Day" will be cele-
brated in Twin Falls on Man-
day, August 7... The special
_excursion train ws\l arrive.in thej
0() cny at 1 o'clock in the after-'
‘noon and leave about 10 o’clock
at night. The Shoft Line has
made a rate of one fare for the
. 5 . round trip apd there promises

ana o aing d d to be an unugual pumber of visi-
tors, EXCUTSIOH tickets will
be honored from August 6to
Augusl 10, inclusive.

The celebration committee1s
~working~indystriously and will
= have a magniﬁccnt program for
the occasion. The construc-
tion camp will be established
at Kimberly six miles from Twin
Falis on Saturdiy, July22._ On.
Friday the rails’ were -with-
in a mile ot that point -and
00 if nothing happens the _rails
should reach Twin Falls not
later than the end of next week.




Despite construction still being underway, Hotel Kimberly
(later renamed Hotel Perrine) would be the center of the
day’s festivities.

The whole town seemed more than willing to contribute to
the celebration in any way they could. Local businesses and
individuals offered monetary donations ranging from $1 to
$100.

Excitement soon extended beyond Twin Falls, bringing
support from Hansen, Rock Creek, and the brand-new town
of Kimberly.

““Uncle’ John Hansen of Rock Creek said that he expected
to have $10 worth of fun out of the celebration, and he
turned in a check for that amount.” — Twin Falls News
8/4/1905

Following the arrival of the first train, the activities were
to begin with a barbecue dinner served at the hotel.

Local ranchers generously offered their “nice fat” steers
for the picking. Fred W. Gooding, president of the Idaho
Wool Growers Association, provided six sheep and offered
to herd them to town and cook them himself if needed.
“The beeves and sheep will be roasted in pits across from
the hotel and served piping hot. N.B Putnam, the obliging
engineer in charge of the railway construction, generously
offered to furnish the rails upon which the carcasses will be
cooked. He also volunteered to deliver the rails and said he
would furnish enough men to eat the meat if the committee
was afraid it would go to waste.”

-Twin Falls News 8/4/1905

Bread was donated by Twin Falls baker and grocer, C.
Harder, while a “very welcome donation” of 1,000 pounds
of ice for lemonade was supplied by J.A. Cunningham.

“RW. Jones, chairman of the entertainment and
refreshment committee, was stumped for a while on the tin
cup shortage but asserts that the coffee will be served if he
has to dig a lateral for it in front of the hotel.” -Twin Falls
News 8/4/1905

According to a program published on August 4%, the
Pocatello Band would perform before an address of
welcome was given by Councilman Samuel T. Hamilton
from the balcony of the Kimberly Hotel.

E.B. Critchlow was to speak on behalf of the Twin Falls
Land and Water Company, followed by United States
Senator Weldon Brinton Heyburn, Congressman Burton L.
French, Governor Frank Gooding, and many notable Twin
Falls residents.

The program for the remainder of the day had everything
from concerts and contests to field sports and horse races.

Prizes for each event were unique to the business that had
donated them: a $5 Stetson hat and $2.50 cash for the saddle
horse race donated by Perrine & Burton, a sack of flour
donated by Twin Falls Grocery for the best head of lettuce,
and so on.

Railroad Day was not only a celebration of progress but
the perfect opportunity to promote the land and its potential.
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Despite Hotel Kimberly (later renamed Hotel
Perrine) still being under construction, it
became the center of the Railroad Day
activities. A free lunch was served inside, and
the balcony was utilized for speeches.
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Souvenir ribbon from the Twin
Falls Railroad Celebration,
August 7, 1905
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ALL IS NOW IN READINESS
FOR THE GRAND CELEB

“The gates of the city have been unlocked and
propped wide open, and the key has been thrown
in the Snake River Canyon. Twin Falls awaits the
coming of the multitude on Monday, August 7™
and is prepared to feed and entertain every man,
woman, and child which the railroad company can
bring into the city. Nothing that would add to the
comfort or delight of the guests has been
overlooked, and if the weather man will only be on
his best behavior, Railroad Day will be a
Christmas, New Year's, and Fourth of July rolled
into one.”

-Twin Falls News, August 4, 1905




Taking advantage of the visiting crowds, a hasty but
impressive display of the finest crops and produce was

ell{ssembled. ' deal for Twin Falls and will do much more. It
Gathered in four days and, for the most part, selected from has already been announced that Twin Falls is

farms within easy reach of the city, the display of to have the finest depot in Idaho.”
agricultural products exhibited in the Twin Falls Times _Twin Falls News, July 21, 1905

News building on Railroad Day was almost startling in its
excellence. It far surpassed the most sanguine expectations
of the optimists. The grains were magnificent, the potatoes
superb, and the vegetables and fruits equal to the best.
-Twin Falls News 8/18/1905

So hurried was the collection that one farmer wasn’t even
aware that they had entered crops until they won a prize.
Eager to showcase the best examples from the area,
Superintendent McPherson had “snooped” the produce
straight from the farmer’s field without his knowledge.

The festivities concluded with fireworks and free dancing
at the Tubbs & Wilson building and 1.O.O.F. Hall.

The Railroad Day celebration was well received with a
follow-up article giving a glowing review.

At barely a year old, the city of Twin Falls had established
itself as an agricultural success, whose potential could only
increase with the addition of the railroad.

“Nevertheless, the railroad has done a great

The Oregon Short Line railroad depot in
Twin Falls. Photo by Bisbee #193.
Courtesy of the Twin Falls Public Library

A special thanks to Jennifer Hills for her research help!
Information and excerpts sourced from the Twin Falls Public
Library’s newspaper archives. Twin Falls News issues July 21,
1905, August 4, 1905, August 11, 1905, and August 18, 1905.
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Abstract of Title documents
donated by the Vincent family
in memory of Roger and
Margaret Vincent
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Twin Falls High School
football team photo,
newspapers, etc. donated
anonymously
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